“LEAGLESE” DEFINED
Due Process of Law

A fundamental principle of fairness. All legal procedures set by statute and court practice,
including notice of rights, must be followed for each individual so that no prejudicial or unequal
treatment will result. The universal guarantee of due process is in the Fifth Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, which provides "No person shall…be deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law," and is applied to all states by the 14th Amendment.

14th Amendment

The Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution prohibits anyone, by virtue of public
position under a state government, to deprive another of property, life, or liberty, without due
process of law, or deny or take away the equal protection of the laws. The Fourteenth
Amendment prohibits states from violating an individual's rights of due process and equal
protection.

Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R)

Congress created the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) as a more permanent and better
organized source of federal regulations. CFR organizes general and permanent rules and
regulations published in the Federal Register by the executive departments and agencies of the
U.S. Federal government. Each volume is updated annually according to the changes
implemented.

Code

A collection of laws, rules or regulations that are systematically arranged. Code is not only a
compilation of already existing statutes, but also of the unwritten law on any subject composed
of materials available from all sources. In making a code, new laws will be included and existing
old laws may be repealed to constitute a complete system.
Examples:
Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 USC §1232g (with regulations at 34
CFR 99) protects privacy of family records and information (e.g., surveys)
Protection of Pupil Rights Act, 20 USC §1232h requires all instructional materials,
surveys, etc. to be available for inspection by parents and guardians.

Case Law

The law created by judges when deciding individual disputes or cases. It is non-statutory law.
They are legal principles developed through the reported decisions of selected appellate and
other courts which make new interpretations of the law which can be cited as precedents.
Example: “[O]ur constitution long ago rejected any notion that a child is a mere creature
of the State and, on the contrary, asserted that parents have the right coupled with the
high duty to recognize and prepare [their children] for additional obligations.” -Troxel v.
Granville (2000)

Statute

The law passed by a legislative body.

Administrative Rules
Agency regulations that have the force and effect of law. Generally, these rules elaborate the
requirements of a law or policy.

Difference between ORS and OAR
Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) – defined by the Oregon Legislature
Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR) – Defined by Agency “Experts”
Examples:
Be given the opportunity to examine the instructional materials to be used in any class,
course, assembly or school-sponsored activity (ORS 336.035(2))
Legal status of school districts (ORS 322.072) K-12 Human Sexuality Education (OAR
581-022-1440) *this OAR designed by OR Depart of Ed.

What Law supersedes all other?
Generally, but not always, federal law trumps state law under supremacy principles, especially
in the area of infringing individual rights. Statutes (passed by Congress or the Legislature) trump
administrative rules (drafted by executive agencies), but both have the force of law; in the
event of conflict, administrative regulations must defer to statutes. All statutes and
administrative rules obviously defer to federal and state constitutions. ~Oregon Attorney

